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tit- sun ft that pr>» fort subtropb;
day mated itn meridian. The life-boat
1>H<J I" en nearly twelve hours afloat.
As* yet, however, not one of its crew
oft^elf-el"ctfl castaways betrayed the
lo.'Mit symptom of suffering.either
"i^Jital distress or physical discom¬
fort.
The boat was room-. built to accom¬

modate easily a company of thirty, it
'.ajf'ried but thr^p. It was, further¬
more. adequately provisioned against
thg emergency for which it had ln><n
tarried by its parent vessel: the
w*ij}er-butt was full, there was ship':;
id »¦ .uit and to spare. I.and tlte Ma-
harna Island? lay somewhere below
tha western horizon. within a hundred
mites.a distance steadily lessening an
th* boat forged briskly mi, its leg-of-
mutton sail, ripped «>n a mast xteppe-d
itOjone of thr forward thwarts, corpu¬
lent with wind. Meantime its course
erdssed diagonally a main-traveled
highway of the sea.*, it would be o>i<l
if * Jand were sighted before <unn: onu
ofi. the many vessels engaged in the
New York-West Indies trade.
That thought was in the mind of

all;"despite the lack of nervousness or

anxiety in their common demeanor,
they scanned regularly the w Id* ring
of the horizon and all that it crn-
hraced.
The s«a. moving only in vast, tran¬

quil dwells, ha'l the oio* of profound-
e«t sapphire, with a surface unflaw«»d
by waves. oni> hither and yon dark¬
ened by catspaws 0f the untiring
hreoge. Thanks »y that same gentb:
ill ailght, the heat was rot excessive
There was seldom a sound aside from
the crlap hiss of water parting to the
life-boat's stem. \lr<ad\ the castaway.*
had said all that had needed to
said,, now they spoke infrequently, for
the -most part In monosyllables or
briefest of sentences.

l-'orward, back to th« ni.v-t. .Iiian
I.ope./, played lookout. In the stern,
"l.ost I'rtnce I'hilip" < f .Mania tallas
Mr I'hilip Man. of Arizona*. sat with
one arm resting on the tiller. In the
hollow of his o t her arm rested tin-
Princess Julia, her head pillowed light-
1> upon his sh'juhif r A state of .if-
fa lr:« with which all were, judging
ihetu by appearances, very well con¬
tent Their attiri alone seerned in any
way to call for betterment, and this
was true only in the case of the men:
the princess was tolerably presentable
in shirtwaist and «kirt of heavy linen,
t. irether with white cotton stockings
; d w*h tf buckskin shoes; I'hilip and
In- man Juan, to the contrary, pre-
mci'imI the forlotnest aspect m. to

h, a tattered and much-soiled shirt,
ieevclef.s. huttonlcss. open from throat

to waist, with a pair of hopelessly be¬
grimed. soot y and edl-soddcn troui-
< . tolbd well up and discovering the
fa -tlint neithei po.-sessed <h'jes nor

.. lit.
l/ittle if 11, \ t It .. -. aftei midday a

sal w.i- raided itt the jiortltwest. Im-
mcdiatcly a subdued spirit of mutual
. oiigratulation Informvd th*- demeanor
of the trip. Neglecting no imaginable
means of attiacting attention, they
began to converse together with «on-
Fbb-rable atiimulion.

Swiftly that triangular slip of unite
on tlie horizon identified itself as the
fo»e-top sail of a three-masted
F'hownet under full sail on a sout' - rly
course. And hardly had the h'l i iif:e,|
Into.view when th« cours- was changed
and -the schooner bor< down directly
for vlie castaways, sailing fult-and-hy.
Within another hour she luffed up
smarll> A grinning negro foremast
had cast the life boat a line; Juan
I.opex caught and made this fast while
Philip struck the leg-of-mutton sail.
Then, the schooner swung back to its.
course, the small boat slipping in un¬
der its quarter and the cast a wa y s

clambering: aboard.
The crew had mustered to a man

to witness the rcseue. \ smallish,
Bait-bllien. weather-bronsed New Kng-
landei was th<> first to welcome the
. astaways. Introducing himself a the
skipper. Captain iloode, and his mate,
a hulking Nova .Scotian with a face
like a death-mask in brownish putty,
as Mr. Nicholas ftehind them the
foremast hands hovered, murmuring
sympathetically, some half a dozen of
them, including the negro who had cast
the line to Juan l.opez.
Despite the protestations of the three

that their sufferings had been nothing
unendurable, they were conducted he-
low with kindly insistence, plied with
food and drink til) they could swallow-
no more, then assigned to comfortable
quarters. the skipper all the while
gently but firmly insisting they must not
wast*- their strength in explanations
'¦f their plight, something which, lie
declared, could wait till they had slept
and fenewed their strength. .Submitting
perforce to his well-meant exercise of
authority, they turned in gratefully.
and each on the instant subsided into
slumbers profoundly lethargic. And no
wonder . .

I'hilip did not oven dream. A
thirty-hour span of unbroken wake¬
fulness, twelve hours of which had
been passed in an open boat, topping
off three days of the most exhaustive
labors In the stokehold of the yacht
Astra, had worn even his iron endur¬
ance thin. Sleep descended upon his
.¦senses like a grestt warm wave of
obliterating darkness. Yet strange!;,
deep in his subconsciousness, tlie in-
stitict for self-preservation wa* quick,
a sentinel vigilantly on the qui vi\e
and sensitive to occult influences to
which his waking wits would have
proved numb. Slowly its lie slept a
foreboding of peril eame to him, a sense
of impending danger was communi¬
cated . like a whisper in an tin-
known tongue wafted by a strange
w ind through the blackness of abysmal
night. ... ,

Formless, incoherent, a blind night¬
mare. thi:< oppression gathered weight
and bore upoii him like the pressure
of some grim, inhuman hand. Ilestr^ft-
glcd beneath it in benighted panic, till
at length its insistence broke the,
chains of fatigue and he started awake,
instantaneously sitting bolt upright on
the edge of his berth.

Ife found himself sweating cxtravn-i
gaudy, with a hammering heart and
a mouth that was bone-dry with fear.
As his drugged perceptions cleared

he distinguished a rumor of excitement
from the deck. An authoritative voice
was shouting orders. otliar voices
were responding. There was a patter'of bare feet overhead. The steady on¬
ward surge of tho schooner was

broken: booms whined and tackle rat-
tied a:. s|,«. «*;( t ii o IJt> ill the wind.

Philip Jumped 111> and looked out
through the port Hl)nvi> his berth.
^ bile he had Iici^ii asleep tin: wind

bad freshened. ihr sea had risen
sllg h t iy. In the w ost the Mini was
hovoHng low. A little way-, to star¬
board a life-boat was rocking in i|ii>
trough of the wavc«, in it« hows ;.
man stood inexpertly, grasping with
awkward, unit allied bands at a lino
that, thrown from the schooner, bad
fallen athwart the smaller craft. In
Itf stern a young woman sat. b'. l>iItik
on to the KHiiwalrH with both hands,
watching anxiously the man's clumsy
efforts.
That woman was Vlctorine Savatz.

That man was fount Ramon dr /.o|»a.
without lingering to wonder bowl
those two bad come to loa>o th" Astra,
Philip flung out of his hi ii into the
saloon and up the companionway in
tic maddest haste. gaining tb< deck in
time to ree crown Ramon'i
final and ino'i frantic essay to make
fast. th" lino. (
Then oii'-e inof the school.or skuiir

back to her course, her vails filling.!
whll« the life-boat siipped up under
lir r quart or.

liiilf a dozen willing hand.* helped
the Savaty. in over tlio rail.
"Master.In th» mime of reason!--

appeal to the captain.tell hint what
th<s" devils intend.!"
This from Juan Lopez, who sudden-

l\ appeared at Philip's elbow. Philip
silencer! him with a shake of his head.
"We aie not favanfs," he said; "we

cannot ask those wiio revued us to
abandon other}". And Kairion will hard¬
ly rial*; . . separated from his paid
thugs . against such odds . . ."

Rut If- rtikoned without certain
knowledge of the temper of that one.
Ramon, helped aboard immediately af-
tcr Ills companion, no more than felt
tlio deck beneath his feet than he dis¬
covered Philip.

Instantly his face became a livid
mask of semi-Insane rage Rrushing
aside those who stood in his way. he
threw himself wildly toward Philip.
;<. tlie same time whipping from con¬
cealment in hi.- clothing a long and
wicked-looking knife. Before any of
the bystanders could move the two
lin n wI'll; at grips and struggling fu-
rtou -1>

Philip had caught the desperado's
wrist- and they closed together.
Swinging them high above Ramon's

iheari .<¦ nought to throw his man. and
would have sue eerlcd but for well-
intentioned interference. For, recov¬
ering from their astonishment. Captain
t.Sootle and .luan Lope;: tad: led the
would-be murderer on either side and
in a twinkling held him helpless,
though h" continued to struggle, al¬
most foaming with rage and threaten¬
ing Philip blasph* mow:*ly in half a
dozen languages.
Meantime, apparently inie. ted by

like madness. Victorine Savutz had
started to his aid. ;ind had been pre¬
vented from Joining in the struggle
only by the prompt action of the mate,
who clipped her in his arms from be-
bind, and held her so, as a grown man
might hold a bad-tempered child.
laughing a littie at her efforts to ro-
gain her freedom
The foul torrent of threats and abuse

that is-ucd from Ramon's ilps earned
him as severe shaking at the hands of
tlit skipper.
"Shut up" ho v .s admonished. "I

allow no such language aboard the
Samaritan.especially in th' presence
of ladies! Shut your trap, or I'll shut j
it for you in a way you won't like'"
Sobered by fear. Count Katnon bit an

oath in two ant) sullenly subsided.
"Now let's tret at the meaning of

this. What right do you think you've
irot to attempt murder aboard my ves-
.-el. oh?"
A second shaking elicited shrill ie-

sponse.
'Murder','" Itanion shrieked, pointing

at Philip. "It's no murder to kill a
murderer-.and that scoundrel there's
a murderer if ever one lived. Three
men he killed aboard the Astra.my
yacht.and he would have killed me as
well but for good Kick. Then ho stole
one of our boats to escape the penalty
of his crimes."
"And you.how did you come to lie

adrift
"The crcw mutinied against us.mis¬

led h\ his cunning in covering up his
work, they suspected me."
"A likely story'." The skipper cut

Ramon short and turned to Julia, who.
roused by the commotion 011 deck, at
that instant came up the companion-
waj. "You. Miss.if you please.tell
us the truth'."
"Whatever Count Uamon has told

you," the girl replied, with a look
of loathing for Itanion."whatever
charges he had laid aga'inst Prince
Philip all art- lies! It was his per¬
secution that made us take to an open
boat rather than remain aboard the
yacht. lie is a liar and a would-be
assassin.''

There was a little pause. Stolidly
the skipper awaited refutation of the
girl's charges. lie received none
Uamon ilaretl not gainsay tlio daughter
of his sovereign. Under her scornful
regard he drooped visibly and hung
!ils head.
"Come now: What have you got to

say for yourself?"
Still Maomn's tongue refused its of¬

fice.
"I guess I don't need any more tes-

inony against thin fellow." Captain
Coode delivered judgment. "The woman
with hlwi can stay. Throw the man
back into his boat and let him find an¬
other ship to pick him up"'

Fright broke the spell 011 Kamon's
wits. For a full minute he raved pas¬
sionately. imploring mercy. Rut
tSoode's attitude war .nexorable. Strug¬
gling and cursing the Prime Minister
of .Mania was drugged back to the
rail. There he managed to make a
stand, by almost superhuman efforts
freeing an arm. plunging a hand into
a pocket and bringing to view a great
roll of money.
"Ten thousand dollars!" lie screamed
"to the mail who stands by me"'
With a gesture of lury Captain

Goode strode toward him.
"Back!" be roared. "Rock into that

boat, von murdering hound!"
Instinctively Rninon retreated hefore

the menace of the skipper's bony fist.
The mate helped him along with a
slight push, lie tottered for a momen'
against the rail, then tumbled back¬
ward. As he disappeared a sailor cast
off the line that held the life-boat
alongside.
The schooner drew swiftly away. On

his knees in the lifeboat Ramon alter¬
nately screamed prayers for merry and
threats of merciless reprisals. All the
while he branished his fistful of bills
on high.
With surprising quickness the small

boat dropped astern, diminishing to a
speck that bobbed erratically on the
face of the waters.
Another day: the llrst shafts of the

rising sun struck bllndlngly through

the open poit above Philip'a head.
awakPiiliiK Jiiin.

Refreshed immeasurably by nine
Iiouth more of unbroken slumber. he
lingered for yi litlo in his berth, with
u miml as completely at cast as was
Ills body. wondering lazily as tli«; i-1 i 11 -

ness «>f the ship. There were no
sounds audible to liim other than the
leagt of watery whimpers along 1ho
sides and a languidly complaining
block.
Presently he- roM1 and peered through

. lie port.
Absolute calm hroode'l <»vi p the

world. Tlie sea in 111*. dawn-light was
like a vast plate of Iridescent glass,

In tiie cabin the beat was oppres¬sive. I ho waters looked very cool and
inviting Provided none but the crew*
was on deck, there was no reason whyone should not «-njo\ a wim.

l»ri':iKl:ii( tuictiv in shirt and t rous-
tj. I'hilip slipped oiji into the saloon.to fl lid that < 'aplain iiooii^ had risi-ti| before him and was scaled at iiis end"r "" 'aid', meilitatively relishinghis matutinal coffee.

lie g-eeted I'hilip with ;. nod and alook of liking. Overnight he had ex¬
tracted from this shuttlecock of for¬
tune sonic account of his recent his¬
tory. in return I'hilip had learnedthat the .Samaritan was hound for
. olon with a mixed carifii including a
cons id e i :. liie <| na n t it y ..f d> namite for
. lie canal worktiiR*.'

' Morning, said i lie skipper m a

jCua-d<d tone. >.\p!aining l>\ his ne\t
words. "Vou're tlie first up. afte,- t,,e.
< 'offee

"Xo. thank Jon want a swim first."I-Setter 11 * satisfied with sou: ing
J "U i' e! f witii h hue |<' l. 4 ;<*ode a >i \ t
"Sharks as tin k as minnows in these
w a ters."

Whei' n r< we
"\'< -aimed off I:tii¦ i i'aj.'
"I.a lid in sight'.'"
'iff to st a rboa rd too close foi

com foi i. n y.,u ank inc."
" 1low so

"Pirate hole -worst in the Bahamas."
"Pirates?

Xiggei'^ wreckers.no better than
pirates. I lif«e outlying islands ar«-
mighty nigh exclusively populated byniggers. I>ad lot. Not enough au¬
thority 'ii < . ], tlirni in order. The}get til*.i .'" J from I lie s . a and tile
trees, and do lit 11«- sponge fishing
on the side l-tut wrecking's their f."-
vorite -1.«¦ . . f \. seen ve...s« i;s that gotinto troubi' in lii/cr. waters: picked a
clean as a bo'.e- is l>y ;he time a hun¬
gry hound sets ready to bury it "

"I'll have a look."
I'hilip w< ii* i,a deck, finding it .|r.

serte«i but for ti.ree of the crew. the
man at 'In- wheel and two who sat
on the d*< k up forward, with back-
to th«? r.i:1, .sinokinn asi«l cossiDiimidly. .

A clanc* off lo ^larboard sic-wed ivrn
the profile ot a rather considerable
island less than a mile distant, its
heights, . lothi.d in brilliant tropical
foliage, shining, in thai clear light,like Jew-vis above t lie golden band of
the bea«h.

Rut that saSie glanc* showed Philip
souic-th.iig < is. that robbed tlie s.;. ri. .

of all its beauty in his sight.
I-ittb more than midway beiween

tiie beach ami the schooner a flotilla
of small boats, numbering nearly two
dozen, all black with negroes, was ad¬
vancing swiftly tow ard tlie calm-bound
schooner.long oar* lifting and rising
in rhythmic unison,, blades flashing
brightly in the early sunlight.
Turning quick l> back. Philip ..albd

down the companionway to th< skip-
per. His alarm communicat< d itself
itiimediately to tlie watch on deck.
bringing all to their feet to stare h"re-
wards.
Reaching the deck in a bound. «'ap-

tain Goodc comprehended the situa¬
tion in a twinkling, and. almost as
soon as he appeared was shouting or-
ders for all hands to turn out and
prepare to rebel boarders.
"Xo telling what devilment they'll

try if they think we're weak enough!"
he told Philip, and darted below to
roufce out the mate and get his re¬
volver

His summons required no repetition.
Apparently all appreciated how grave
an emergency was imminent. The
flotilla had still some distance xo conic
when the Samaritan's crew, to a man.
including Philip and .luaii l.opez, stood
ready at the rail, armed with sheath-
knives, bclaying-pins. caps tan-bars,
and up forward with buckets full of
boiling water from tlie valley and tubs
nearby from which to refill them.

Hut it apeparcd that the Samaritan's
arsenal consisted of but two firearms,
tlie- skipper's revolver and the mate's.
The uneasiness caused by this dis¬

covery was in no way mitigated by
the appearance on deck of Princess
Julia, whose sleep had been rudely
disturbed by the bust)' and confusion
of preparation against possible trou¬
ble.
Ordered back to her <iuart< rs per¬

emptorily by Captain Uoode. she sub¬
mitted. lingering only for a few words
with Philip, whose effort* to reassure
her had little effect. lint it' patently
frightened the girl ke'pt her head, and
submissively went below again.

ller retiremtiu from tin deck was
almost coincident with tit- arrival of
tin- flotilla within hailing <1 i lance.
Goodc lifte-d a stentorian \oj.-c.
mantling to know what the negroes
wanted and warning them to keep off.

A total absence eif any sort of reply,
together with the u~nahalt<l progress
of the boats towards the -chooner,
deepened the sinister tone of the mo¬
ment.
Repetition of Goorle's hail ami warn¬

ing produced no more effect. Still in
ominous silence, the negroes bent
broad, naked backs to their oars, and
their rude erafi fairly leaped across
the remaining width of waters.

Willi a cry of exasperation I'.oode
flourished his revolver, high above bis
head in the sunlight.

"I've warned ye!" he shouted. "Stand
off.stand off I say.or take the con¬
sequences !"
From the midst of the du>k> com¬

pany that crowded the thwarts of the
foremost boat a puff of smoke ap¬
peared. The volume of the accom¬

panying report was strangely loud in
the unnatural silence of the calm
With a choking cry Captain (Snode

dropped his weapon. it struck the
gunwale and went overboard. lli<
knees buckled under him. lie fell
backwards with an odd, horrible effect
of spinelessness.
The mate's revolver rattled sbrew-

ishly as Philip, kneeling, verified the
fact of the skipper's instautaulouii
death. He had been shot through the
heart.
Separating into two lilies, the- boats

of the flotilla swiftly encircled the
vessel, lie fore Mr. Nicholas could refill
the chambers of his weapon blacks
were swarming up over the sides in re¬

sistless numbers. Only forward were

they temporarily checked by the de¬
luge of boiling water, one boat load
sheered olT filled with scalded negroes,
whose shrieks made the morning
hideous. Another took its place in
time to receive the remaining contents
of the tubs tipped over the rail by
men who lacked time to refill their
pails. It too sheered off with its crew
of lamenting wretches. Rut the set¬
back served little purpose.
Already the after-deck was in al¬

most undisputed possession of the
boarding patty. Nicholas was down,
buried beneath a writhing mass of shin¬
ing black limbs and bodies. Juan l.opez
had been knocked out by a blow from
a club and was being bound. Several
of the sailors had been cut down by

machetes .ilid lav weltering lit the
throes of death. or their fellows. Min¬
or two leaped overboard. to be In-
v'a hi I v followed |iv foes to whom t lie
water r.iiM as their iinllvi' element. ;<n«l
«lr;tkbelow to iniserahiy.

flu' horde surged forward. Philip,
who had done sumo lit 11<> exi ut Ion
with ;. capstan-bar. was fairly swept
Ulf III: feet liv the rush. LirRHkillK flee
with extraordlnary luck, he found him-
«« If ho? wooii two flrcv. and backed
ui> again the rail. determined to make
'll'""' 0* inls iiK-ariial" |«ny the dearest
I'f for his 11 f«- Ills enpstau-hae,
II jt i I . I ih> accounted for half a dozen
hrol»« n heads. Then the attack ui"-
ni<'l)t!iril> ebbed ha<-k. A gigantic
negro with a fa<'¦ like a ('hincst' devil-
mask doin in liroii/.*' horc down upon
him. swinging a mil d« r«>u« maehete\
I'hilip braced himself hopelessly*
agalmt tin onslaught. Another black
clubb* <1 limm w kodly from the side.
I'.lack net' engulf. <| him hlack night
relit hy i;isu».l tlam*-. There was a
roaring :i« hi r.,;» like the voice of
Niagara. lie w« -nt l.irkwanl over (he
rail and into ine depths like a plum¬
met.

The man with, tue iiimhot.. appar¬
ently the leader «.' the blacks.sprang
oil the rail and t<im| t licrf, poised to
.live t lie instant i1 ilip - load eatiio to
t lie surface.

After sever.. n it--- In gav. it up
Philip did 'mi pp .'i. T¦ ie waters
«' re empty na\" f..t two or three of
the tuhs that it! t.dd tie boiling
watei. ''n< of i was drifting "I'f
shorewnrds with tin current hottoni-
ti |».
With a chuekle of . i.i;?.-nt the leader

dropped hack to deck. The Sa¬
maritan was compl-!.',. possessed hy
the wreck' is.

(.rim Deaili.
A vagrant and put p< ¦.¦ less current

I.ore Hi.- hip" til'-. 'ti-tii up. -low¬
ly. hut steadily toward and heyond the
..on t hern most point Hum «'aj Win n

this last lay between the Samaritan
ami its ' rraut tuh. a man h<ad bobbed
out of the water, cloy. hy the tuh.

It was Philip'?8 third return to 1 14ht
of day since the momon: when he had
been clubbed and ;one overboatd. to
come up. stunm-d. imp diately under
III e overturned tuh. w hy the time
consciousness re-turned to him, had
drifted a comfortable distance from
tip- schooner.

IHving from beneath kindly shel¬
ter. he remained in sight. t.'ii un-eeii,
only lone enouRli t" appreciate how
stupendous had been his own good for¬
tune, together with the :i -i :«ppy fact
that the Samaritan wa. i.-w the ne¬

groes' undisputed priz- and all who
survived of its company their prisoners
When next he came out for a fur¬

tive reconnaisan. he saw Pr;:ii Ju¬
lia and Victorine Savatz, with Juan
Lopez and the mate Nicholas, being
bundled over the side into a boat that
waited to convey them to the shore.
Now he surveyed suspiciously the

nearby land, a broad and shining
strand hacked by jungle till iie had de¬
termined t" his own satisfaction that
no Inhabitant of the island wa- skulk¬
ing thereabouts: win 11 he stri 1: out
strongly for tin- beach, presently to
wade its shallows, dart hastily a- ros:;

the sands, and take to hiding it. the
jungle.
This accomplished. Philip drew his

first long breath, and took thought
against a course of action to bo pur¬
sued in the immediate . uturr.

Parting the leaves that concealed
him. he could see the schooner, now at
anchor. its d««.*ks swarming with
blacks whose shouts of jubilation came
clearly across the water.*.
About half .. mile up the hcai h a

number of rude wattled huts huddled
together on the edge of the Jungle.
Krom these, negro women atid children
were streaming to welcome the boat
that had brought the prisoners.
Once landed, these last were hurried,

under at rone guard, inland through
the jungle, a majority of the women
and children following them
With Infinite stealth, infinite pains,

infinite hardship. Philip made his way
alongshore within the shelter of the
jungle Compelled t" make a deep in¬
land detour to avoid the village, he
ime in time to a path along which

the volunteer ese-ort of the- prisoners
was returning. That shouting, scream¬
ing. squealing, uikiiiik procession
passed on Philip v as about to come
i>ut into the open of the path when he
heard the voices of another party ap¬
proaching.
This proved to he composed of the

siant of the machete, tin- chief of the
wreckers, with the negro foremast-
hand of the Samaritan.the two appar¬
ently on the best of friendly terms.
and half a dozen others.
The renegade sailor was loudly tell¬

ing the story of tin abandonment of
r.amoti -that castaway with vast sums
>f money oil his person.the previous
evening. To this yarn the chief was
(vending an attentive ear. while hi -

evil countenance glistened cupidity. As
they passed on. Philip heard him as-
-ure his informant that no time would
lie lost in the matter of sailing the
-choonor hack along her course in
-earoh of the castaway
When the sounds of their progress

liad died out altogether, Philip look-
to the path and followed it inland, till
t brought him to the edge of a char¬
ing hacked by a rocky cliff e»f no
¦treat heigtli.

In the face of the clip' opened the
nouth of ;i cave, round which a dozen
ir so negroes, armed with muskets and
UHchetos. were standing guard.
With this clue to tiie disposition e>f

he prisoners, Philip retired to tiie I'ast-
icsses of the jungle and gave himself
U» I" 1 he contemplation of forlorn
lopes. Against such odds ho could so¬
uth- hope of contriving the relief of
he prisoners with his unaided and tm-
irmeil hands
Vet something must he done.
At length he determined to adopt

a hat seemed to he the only plan that
iromiscd the slightest possibility of
ueccoding.

It took hi 111 the best part of the dav
o make his way through the virginungle around tin- clearing and uphe rising ground to the top of the.liff. Sunset was near when, from that.levation. In- looked out over the seaind discovered the Samarita 11 stand-

X/arMo#0s <Jxe*r 1/ndz*srLtwo Stoaj

215 E. BROAD ST.
Vir&MossrCloak aSorrMousew facm*

Our New
Location

215 E. Broad St. |j
Outer Wearing Apparel

for Women and
Misses at Pop¬
ular Prices.

in;; mi for 1beach towing a 11f"
bout.
So had been rescued.
I >t opiting Mat »»li his belly. Phillip

squirmed forward to h point on tlic|
Hp ..i tic- I IT. whence it was pos¬
sible t«i si>> down upon tic .baling
of t h<- nuiuhrt- of iii'KI'ui-s who had

-tood guard before ttie mouth . the
i ;tv»* earlier in tic- «l.\y, perhaps It.-lf
teniained on tluly. And as Philip jlooked down to i-ouiit then*. a negro
boy run up the path from tic* village.
shrieking lie: news that the schooner jhad returned, with the upshot that all
hut two of tin- guards promptly fol¬
lowed the boy back along th'- path to
tin* b^stch.
Now, f ever. was his chance Philip

.-elected a sizable rock. about as i«iiC
:,s a ma n'S head, poised it carefully,
mid let it fall Truly aimed, it struck
the one guard armed with a musket
oil the head, and promptly rfcndered him
llurs il<- combat.

I'Jvon as the negro Tell Philip saw
I I.op.-/, dart from the mouth "f
the cave like a wild beast rrotn the
open door of its cngo and attack 'he
remaining guard.a huge brute of a.
Mack armed with n machete.

Ill the struggle that followed .Ml an
narrowly escaped being ent down. That
he .lid eseape was due solely to I'hilip. jwiio- not daring to hurl another roek
f..r fear lest it hit the. wrong: inau-i
threw himself over the btlhk instead.
landing with terrltlc force on the buck
..r the n» pro and crushing him sense-
1. to the ground.

I

Snatching up the machete and leav¬
ing the musket t" .1 nan 1-ope/., Philiphurried Into the cave, meeting near
the mouth of it.-- neck his princess, fol¬
lowed by the Savat/, woman and Mr.
Nicholas.
The emergency permitted no delaysfor congratulation or demonstra t Inns

..f affection. Almost cavalierly Philipthru.-! the woman he loved behind hlni

.mil communicated to the mate of 111"
Samaritan his tiding/.
Two minutes later the little party Jwas run;:idng frantleallv beacliward jdown the path. IWhen it had covered perhaps half

the distance to the shore a growing jclamor of cries warned Philip that the
v recker.- had landed from the schooner jand were making promptly for the
ca v e.

,llastiU secreting themselves in 'he
jungle beside the path, the fugitivesla:- breathlessly perdu while a rabble
of drunken negroes streaming inland,following Ramon, the negro foremast- jhand, and the leader of the wreckers.

terrifying vision of brutal, bestial
faces revealed by the flare of torches.
For already tlie sudden tropic nighthad closed down upon the island and

the sea
On the heels of that rabble pressed !

another, composed of the women audichildren of the village, together with
the men who had been left on the
isla ltd.
When all had parsed the fugitives

emerged from the junul* ami again
took the path to the sea.
They met not a soul en route, and

came out eventually on the broad,
sandy beach to litid it altogether de-
s. rted the boats of 11 .- wreckers
drawn up, but never a man to guard
them.

.At t lie same time, from the Interior
of the Island, rose a blood-curdling
chorus of yells, signalling the discov¬
ery or the slain guards and the empty
eave.
About half a mile off shore the

-hiulowv shape of the Samaritan, rid¬
ing at Anchor without light. bare-
lv perceptible in dark relief against
the starlit waters
launching on. of th- schooner s lit. -

boats in panic haste, the tive cinbai k« .

In it Julia taking the tiller, while the
others-- including the Savatx. now .1
thoroughly, frightened woman.bent to
the ouis.
The v rowed liUe mau things, nut

then utmost efforts did not avail to
set them aboard the deserted v. s-el
before the rabble reappear..! on th*
beach. Some confusion and conllU-t or
autlioritv seemed to follow, judging by
the v.ay'the torches dickered eivaticnl-
K up and down the beach, between the
villas;.- and the boats, and the no
sunt uproar of voices. Put ..me sort
of onlcr wan resolved all t<»*> «tui«'Kl>.
The fugitives were allowed no time
in which to hoist the sails and weig
the anchor before the flotilla of
beached boats was once more launched
and beaded for the schoon. r.

1 >.»fei ring to the advice of Nicholas.
I Miil ordered the women and .MianJ ..p. /. back into the life-boat. then
to\v e-l !t by its painter round to tin
oft-hore Hank of the schooncir. wheic
he waited till Nicholas, who had dart-
,,r| |>e|i.w* >>n some mysterious business,

panted the mate. -We've
-..t less than tive minutes. 1 timed7he fu.o- let those deUls get
l.( for.- it sets off the d> namHe tnd
Plow them back to the hell that
spawned them."

II. dropped over the sine into .h
ifeb«».it as he spoke. Philip followed
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i|llirl!y ,1 s wsn possible under the
. .rcutustam-c ronioinlirriiiK the (it'KCiit
necessit > l'>i haste. tin* I»111«- raft stole
sea wa r«l

It w.i- imt I"" >. i:«I from tin*
tier w hen t >i leadl'ii; h<<at!t .»f the

\vrecUer;< w r«' laid :i I<IMUSI<I<'.
Ilarelv ;< u< <1 Ik-r lniii<li'<<l yards

Iitii ;ul<l<'<l to that <l»st;t(i< <- l>\ the Itnlf-
frenzicd offorlH .<f tin- three men and
lii'.- ono \\ 0111:111 a I t ho oars when the
last of Ili<. h ro<'kn"s' . boats ||<L«I <1 .--

livered (<< the tied; <<f the Samaritan
its I'lCtt.

Grim . I«¦;«I ii licld its patient liaml yet
another minute. Th< 11 w 1111 .1 <ni:ih
ami i<i;i r that «itii><>(I vcritai»Iy to shake
the lirmament, the Samaritan instan¬
taneously apcil a volcano in eruption

A vast sheet of Maine .shot toward
the zenith. lighting that silent sea with
infernal glare. Against it bodies.
pars, a mi eellany of wreckage. .-.1<1<<<I

<*ut in transient silhouette. Then again
black night l>ro«->(|f<i over tin- world,
relieved only by a flicker <<f Mantes that
outlined what was left of lite M-ii<»<<iier'j.
hull.
Kor what seemed many minutes for

what was in fact .18 many seconds--
the night wan made hi<l<-<>us l»> screams
<<f mortal anguish :<.n<l the splash of
hoilies returning to the water.
Then, with awful suddenness, there

was no more sound i\ o tho distant
rumor of alarm u 110n tiie beachca of
Hum Cay.
A Iiuko win'', little iv:-s than a tidal

\vav<- i:i volume '<1111 velocity, boro
down upon the life.boat like some
it>jvr<. black wall. A lilt I. skill, oouplcd
\\ 't:i uinazinir In k. en:\b|f<| that rcfuRo
<>f t!ie fiipltives to ride over II. Small¬
er x\.iv<-s followed, less dangerous: but
for a little those at the oars were
busily enxayreddn keeping the boat out
of i|)o trough.

h< tlie comparative calm that pres¬
ently fell. :i iiiau';< voice was heard
loj.e by iho life-boat, crying for help.

;i white man's voice.
"Itamoii!" t*ti 1111> ejaculated.
" 11.. 11. * l-'or lh<- love of God, help!"
The princess scanned the black face

of the waters with superhuman solicl-
t uile.
"I see himt" she crierl. pointing. "That

way!"
"Il« 11»' I ant drowning! Help!"
"IIoh quickly!" the Princess Julia

implored.
"I.et him drown!" growled Juan Lo¬

pez. mutinously.
ue must save him if we can.

.Make harte! .Make haste!"
Sullenly .liinn l.opey. yielded. In an-

other minute lo was unwillingly help¬
ing tii'- Prime .Minister of Alania to
-limb into the life-boat.

(To p,e Continued.)

Amazing Power of Bon-Opto
To Make Weak Eyes Strong

Doctor Says It Strengthens
Eyesight 50 per cent in One
Week's Time in Many Instances

'ree I'rr.icPlplInn
1**11 lot! mill I if

Yoii Clin
nt lloiur.

Victims of e.vo .strain ami other
eye weaknesses an<l those \vh<»
wear glasses will be glad to
It now that according to Dr. Lewis
there is real hope a nil lielp for
tilem. Many whose eyes were failing
say tliey have hail their eyes restored
by this" remarkable prescription ami
many who vncer wore gla-scs say theyhave" thrown them away. < »::e man
says, after using; it: "1 was almost
blind. Cuulrl not sec to read at all.
Now r can read everything without myglasses, ami my eyes do not hurt any
more. At night they would pain dread¬
fully. Now they feel line all the time.
It was like a miracle to me." A ladywho used it says: "The atmosphereseemed hazy with or without glasses,but after usin^ this prescription for
fifteen days everything seems clear. 1
can read even line print without
glasses." Another who used it says:'I was bothered with eye strain caused
'jv overworking tired eye- which in¬
duced tierce headaches. I have worn
glasses for several years, both for dis¬
tance and work, ami without them I
could not read my own name on an
envelope or tho typewriting on the ma¬
chine before inc. I can do both now
and have discarded my long distance
glasses altogether. I can count the
fluttering leaves on tho trees across
the street now, which for several yearshave looked like a dim j;reen blur to
me. 1 cannot express my joy at what
It lias done for inc."

It is believed that thousands who
wear classes can now discard them In

Have | a reasonable time ;u!(i multitudes uioro
will be able to strengthen th«sir eyes so
as to be spared the trouble and ex-
pense of ever getting glasses. Eyetroubles of many descriptions may bo
Wonderfully benefited by the use of thia
prescription at. home. iJo to any active
drug store anil get a bottle of Bon-Optotablets. l»rop one Kon-Opto tablet in
a fourth of a glass of water and let It
dissolve. With this liquid bathe thej eyes two to four times dally. Youj :.iioubl notice your eyes clear up per-ceptibly right from tho start, and in¬
flammation and redness will quicklydisappear." If your eyes bother you
even a little It. is your duty to take
steps to save them now before it Is
too late. Many hopelessly blind might
have saved their sight If they had
cared for their eyes iu time.
Note: Another prominent physician, towhom the above article was submitted, said:"Yes. th«> Bon-Opto prescription is triily awonderful eye remedy. Its constituent In¬

gredients uro veil Known to eminent evo
*pecl»tlists anil widely prescribed by them.
I have used it very successfully In my own
practice on patients whose eyes wern-trained through overwork or mistU Classen.1 can highly rotomniend it In case of weak.
watery, aching, smarting. Itching, burning
eyes, red lids, blurred vision or for eyesintlaineil from exposure to smoke, sun. dust
or wind. It Is one of the very few prepara¬tions 1 feel should be kept on hand forregular use In almost every family." Boti-
i into, referred to above. Is not a patentmedicine or a secret remedy. It Is an
. thlcal preparation, the formula being print¬ed on the package. The manufacturers
guarantee it to strengthen eyesight 00 per
cent In one week's time In many instances
.>r refund (he money. It can bo obtatneu
from unv good druggist and Is sold In Rich¬mond by Trade Drug Co. and other drug¬gists..Adv.

\ "Till: STOKE THAT PLEASES §
^ IN THE LOW KENT DISTRICT." ^

j Last Three Days of the |
| February Furniture |
| Sale I/0 ^fjt We have made sweeping reductions to make these last NjLI three days ones that- will be remembered lor a long time \^ to come. The values are really sensational and. mean g^ liberal savings to those who take advantage of them. f<

^ Remember Only Three Days More pe£ $78.50 Three-Piece .Mahogany Frame Library Suit, ^covered with genuine leather and massively <£CE! Af| §constructed: sale price «PUJ»x/l/ ^S ^^ $ 120.00 Genuine .Mahogany Dining-Room Suit, in a ^^ beautiI'u 1 Adam design, heavily made and su- flft i^ perior finish; sale price vtJ'J.lrU^^ £^ $1S5.00 William and Mary Bedroom Suit, consisting gg3 of Bed, Dresser, Dressing Table and Chif- <£^^*7 ^J ferettc. in genuine mahogany: sale price.. «PAttI «OU ^
SiMH.no Ivory Bedroom Suit, in a beautiful Adam de-

§ sign, consists of Hed. Dresser, Chiffonier.
Dressing Table, two Chairs and Kocker;

S*

sale price
^ $25.00 Seller's Kitchen
\ Cabinets, the best on the
5 market, with the greatest£ C

t number of labor-saving pal -

cnts; has aluminum top:| salt
£ price

$30.00 Kitchen Cabinets,
made with all the good
labor-saving devices: has £porcelain extension top and 8
automatic lowering flour ^

t .h,.. $20.00 sa'° $22.50 I
K
^ $14.00 Mahogany Winged^ Kockers, with wicker seats
^ and backs; also Arm Chair
^ to match, and thoroughly
h well made:
|] sale price .

price g
?$35.00 Large Fireside Arm 2

Chairs, made roomy and
comfortable, covered with
genuine tapes¬
try. in pretty
designs

2

$11.50
T

^g $40.00 Three-Piece Mahogany Frame Parlor Suit, cov- S
g ered with beautiful tapestry and heavily con- (£0*1 7C ^

structed: sale price I i) jS^ . fi
to $247.50 William and Mary Dining-Room Suit, in gen- £
J nine brown magohauy; Buffet, China £i Closet, Serving Table and Fxtcnsion Table;:: $200.00 |
^ $130.00 Colonial Bedroom Suit, in genuine mahogany. S

consists of Bed, Dressing Table and Chiffo- <I*Q'7 CA »jit> nier, in hand-rubbed finish; sale price »

$ . $¦* $145.00 Walnut Bedroom Suit, in colonial design; con- £^ sists of Bed. Chiffonier.'Dresser and Dress- £
* ing Table, in genuine American walnut; (J*l 1 f /\/\ g^ sale price i])l lt)tUU ^\ Hundreds of Oilier Equally lis Good Kargains Not J*5 Advertised Here ^

| Jones Bros. & Co., Inc. I6t lie 1 itxt i; t ts»n %t i iv u in it i.< inn^I I18-1120 EAST MAIN STKEET.


